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(OMB) to reinstate approval for VMS 
information collection under the 
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction 
Act. A notice regarding this collection 
was published in the Federal Register 
on November 18, 2002 (67 FR 69506). 
The second notice of OMB review was 
published in the Federal Register on 
March 19, 2003 (68 FR 13280). OMB 
approved the VMS information 
collection request on May 10, 2003.

The placement of VMS units on 
fishing vessels in this fishery will 
enable NMFS to determine vessel 
locations and will complement the 
Agency’s efforts to monitor and enforce 
compliance with applicable regulations. 
NMFS originally published an 
amendment of effective date on June 25, 
2003 (68 FR 37772), to notify fishermen 
of its intent to have the VMS 
requirement (50 CFR 635.69(a)) be 
effective on September 1, 2003, and to 
provide fishermen approximately 60 
days to purchase and install VMS to 
come into compliance. At that time, 
NMFS notified affected fishermen of the 
intended September 1, 2003, effective 
date via the HMS fax notice, NMFS’ 
electronic newsletter, and the HMS web 
page. NMFS also mailed the fax notice 
and information regarding approved 
VMS units and service providers to 
permit holders during the month of July. 
This final rule reinstates § 635.69 
effective September 1, 2003.

Classification
This action is published under the 

authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act. The Assistant Administrator (AA) 
has determined that implementation of 
a VMS program in the pelagic longline 
fishery is necessary to monitor and 
enforce closed areas implemented to 
reduce bycatch. The AA finds that good 
cause exists to waive the requirement to 
provide prior notice and the 
opportunity for comment, pursuant to 
authority set forth at 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), 
as such procedures would be 
unnecessary and contrary to the public 
interest. This action establishes a new 
effective date for the HMS VMS rule, 
which had been suspended due to 
litigation. NMFS provided for prior 
notice and comment before 
promulgating the HMS VMS rule in 
1999, then provided for additional 
public comment pursuant to a court 
order. The court upheld the rule on all 
counts and issued a final order in 
October, 2002. Subsequently, NMFS 
renewed its Paperwork Reduction Act 
(PRA) approval, which included 
additional public comment on the 
information collection under the rule, 
and completed type approvals for VMS 

units for the fishery. This action does 
not change any substantive provisions 
of the HMS VMS rule, but provides a 
new effective date, as the original date 
was suspended because of the court 
case. Further delay of this rule to 
provide additional opportunity for 
public comment is contrary to the 
public interest because fishing is 
currently underway, and VMS would 
facilitate efficient allocation of limited 
enforcement resources to meet 
management objectives, including time 
and area closures established to protect 
juvenile fish and protected species. U.S. 
Atlantic pelagic longline vessels operate 
in fishing areas in the Atlantic Ocean, 
Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico, and 
given increased commitments to 
homeland security, VMS will play an 
important role in determining 
deployment of at-sea resources.

This rule refers to collection-of-
information requirements subject to the 
PRA and which have been approved by 
OMB under control number 0648–0372. 
Public reporting burden for these 
requirements is estimated to average 4 
hours for installation of equipment, 2 
hours for annual maintenance of the 
equipment (beginning in the second 
year), 0.3 seconds per automated 
position report from the automated 
equipment, and 5 minutes to complete 
and return a one-time installation 
checklist. These estimates include the 
time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information. Send 
comments regarding this burden 
estimate, or any other aspect of this data 
collection, including suggestions for 
reducing the burden, to NMFS (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT) and 
OMB at the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, Washington, 
DC. 20503 (Attention: NOAA Desk 
Officer).

Notwithstanding any other provision 
of the law, no person is required to 
respond to, nor shall any person be 
subject to a penalty for failure to comply 
with, a collection of information subject 
to the requirements of the PRA, unless 
that collection of information displays a 
currently valid OMB Control Number.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 635

Fisheries, Fishing, Fishing vessels, 
Foreign relations, Imports, Penalties, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Treaties.

Dated: July 30, 2003.
Rebecca Lent,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–19700 Filed 7–30–03; 11:36 am]
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50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 021122286–3036–02; I.D. 
072803B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in 
the Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf 
of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for northern rockfish in the 
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of 
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary 
to prevent exceeding the 2003 total 
allowable catch (TAC) of northern 
rockfish in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), July 29, 2003, through 2400 
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh 
Keaton, 907–586–2778.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Regulations governing 
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance 
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50 
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of northern rockfish for 
the Central Regulatory Area was 
established as 4,640 metric tons (mt) by 
the final 2003 harvest specifications for 
groundfish in the GOA (68 FR 9924, 
March 3, 2003).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the 2003 TAC for 
northern rockfish in the Central 
Regulatory Area will be reached. 
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is 
establishing a directed fishing 
allowance of 4,390 mt, and is setting 
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aside the remaining 250 mt as bycatch 
to support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance will soon be reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for northern rockfish in 
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.

Classification
This action responds to the best 

available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 

requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
contrary to the public interest. This 
requirement is contrary to the public 
interest as it would delay the closure of 
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003 
TAC for northern rockfish in the Central 
Regulatory Area of the GOA, and 
therefore reduce the public’s ability to 
use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30–day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 

553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 28, 2003.

Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–19633 Filed 7–29–03; 4:02 pm]
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